PROBOSCIDEA-----PROOIDA.

probate (which see). Previous to 1894 pro-
bate duty used to be charged separately on
the estates of deceased persons, but since that
date it is not exacted as such, the new estate
duty then fixed covering all death duties.

Proboscid'ea, an order of mammals dis-
tinguished, as implied by this name, by the
possession of the characteristic proboscis or
trunk. Of this class the elephant alone
exists; but there are several extinct animals
comprised in it, such as the mammoth and
the mastodon.

Probos'cis, the term applied to the longer
or shorter flexible muscular organ formed
by the elongated nose of several mammals.
Although seen in a modified degree in the
tapirs, &c., the term is more generally re-
stricted, and applied to indicate the flexible
'trunk* of the elephant. See Elephant.

Proboscis Monkey, or KAHAU (Pres-
Ifltes nasalis), a native of Borneo, distin-
guished particularly by its elongated nose,
its shortened thumbs, and its elongated tail.
The general colour is a lightish red. These
monkeys are arboreal in habits, and appear
to frequent the neighbourhood of streams
and rivers, congregating in troops.

Probus, MARCUS AURELIUS, one of the
ablest of the Roman emperors, was born at
Sirmium in the year 232. At an early age
Marcus attracted the notice of the Em-
peror Valerian, by whom, after having dis-
tinguished himself by military service, he
was placed at the head of a legion; and the
brilliancy of his subsequent conduct in the
African, Persian, Arabian, and Germanic
campaigns brought him into still more pro-
minent notice. On the death of the Emperor
Tacitus, in 276, the army hailed him as em-
peror, a selection immediately confirmed by
the senate and people of Rome. His chief
struggle during his reign was to guard the
frontiers of the empire against the bar-
barians, a task which he carried out with
great success both in Europe, Asia, and
Africa. He also settled large numbers of
barbarians in the frontier provinces, and
admitted them to his legions; and devoted
himself to the making of roads and draining
of marshes. His skilful administration and
public virtues did not, however, protect him
from enmity; and after a short reign he was
murdered in a military insurrection in 282.

Proce'dure, CIVIL, is the method of pro-
ceeding in a civil suit throughout its various
stages. In England, when redress is sought
by law for a civil injury, the injured party
brings an action against the party whom he
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alleges has done the injury. The person
who raises an action is termed the plaintiff,
and he against whom the action is brought
the defendant; in Scotland the terms are
pursuer and defender. It is usual before
the suit is commenced for the plaintiffs
attorney to acquaint the defendant with the
demand of his client, and state that unless
complied with legal proceedings will be in-
stituted. Should this not have the desired
effect, the action is begun as a rule by issu-
ing against the defendant a ivrit of summons,
commanding him to enter an appearance in
court, failing which an appearance will be
entered for him by the plaintiff. (See Non-
appearance.} When an appearance has been
entered both parties to the suit are now said
to be in court, and judgment may be pro-
ceeded with. The next stage is the plead-
ings or the statements in legal form of the
cause of action or ground of defence brought
forward by the respective sides. The next
stage of procedure after the pleadings is
the issue, which may be either on matter of
law, when it is called a demuwer, or on
matter of fact, where the fact only is dis-
puted. A demurrer is determined by the
judges after hearing argument on both sides,
but an issue of fact has to be investigated
before a jury, and this is denominated trial
by jury. (SeeJury and Jury Trials.) After
the judge has summed up to the jury the ver-
dict f ofiows and then the judgment of the
court; where there is no jury, of course,
judgment is pronounced by the judge after
hearing counsel,
Procellar'idse, the petrel family of birds,
of which the typical genus is ProceUaria.
Process, in law, a term applied in its
widest sense to the whole course of proceed-
ings in a cause real or personal, civil or
criminal.
Processional, a service-book of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, for use in religious
processions. Some of the processionals of
ancient date are very rare, and highly valued
by book-fanciers.
Procession of the Holy Ghost. See
Holy Ghost.
Procida (pro'chi-da; anciently, ProcJiyta),
an island on *the west coast of S. Italy, lying
nearly midway between the island of Ischia
and the coast of the province of Naples. It
is about 3 miles long and 1 mile broad, flat
in surface, and fertile. The principal place
of the island is Procida, or Castello di
Procida, which has a harbour, a castle, and
a considerable trade. Pop. 14,247.